
UNITED SJ'ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

.75 Hawthome Street 
· ·San Francisco, CA 94105·3901 

November 30, 2009 

Marie Mason 
FX-6 Personal Privacy 

Dear Community M¢iµper: 
·. . : . . 

In December 2008, an ·'EPA. fact sheet'announc.e~ the availability of the Technical Assistance 
. Services for Communiti~ :(rA~C) progr~m for its wor}( a.t th~ Santa Sus~a Field Laboratory 
(SSFL). The TASC' is ftlhd~d arid ri:iartaged \JQQ~r ~ n~tjon~l EP.A contr~ct, and provides an 
independent environmental expert to assist the c.ommtmi ty to unaerst.µid EPA' s work and 

. provide input into 'tQe im>~ess. 

· .Initially; two groups made foIJl}al expressions of interest in receiving TASC servtces, followed 
later by a · third.· group. Through numerous cliscussions with various active members of th'e 
comwqµity, EPAhfam~cith~,t ~h~.re was op.position to TA$C. 

. . 

On May 27, .20.0~, aTASC inform,~tiotia.I tt1eeti11g was atten<;}¢d bya TASC contractor and many 
comni~ty Irietrtb~rs\vh<> · expre~s~ $trongly-held opposing· viewpoints. While_ some attendees 
supported.TASC and w~t¢d. .to receive TASC services, ·qth~rs were opposed. to TASC being 
·made available ~o aµy gfq~p: ·. · · · · · 

. . · .· · . • ... : ·; ·, · • ' 

Some attende.es .. questio~eJ. ,the ·T ASC program~ s ability to find an indep~ndent tec)lnical advisor 
s_uffid~iit1y'qu~lJ~.~~ fo· iiv~~w· f~¢. .h_igh_Iy technical r~ioiogicat doc~e1,1ts . . Qtlie,ts ciaiq1ed .that 

· the exfs~ing S$~1riterag~n,c:fWcifkgroup was sufficient to meet _their needs .and protested the 
·. additional 'rt1e~Jtng~ tl_ieY .woulq_J1~~e ·10 . att~nq. Some wete concerned that ·TASC wolild not be 
focused·· on E:P A.'' s· work. but oii loqg~debated sources of the original .contamination- and 
challenges abotit°cl~inied past hea,lt9 itjw~ct~- . 

. EPA spent' co_nsi~e,ta6le .. tim~ 9pn~id~ring all of' the comIJJ~nts recei_ved . at the iilfonnational 
meeting, ~nd.throug4: ·phori~ .c~H$. ~~d' d~rect conver~ations. EPA attempted to find a: process to 
proVide.TASG·s~Mces'that-w:~ \in~iusive of various pe,rspectives while addressing concerns . . . . . . . . 

•• , • * • • - . • • , ' ; • °,1 . :·· • . • ••· 1'= ·., . ; :· .·.,· ;i/ :. : ,• · • ' , .* • • •• • • • 

. · Bas~cf- Clll ·· sigiiiijc.ajtt··opp~~H~Rh .. l9i'J f.\SC, EPA Regi~n IX· b~ gee Med not. t<> provid~ TASC 
· :sewi¢¢s. fQr i(s radi6logi¢itJ.·sµrvi:Y-~ifJc at the SSFL, at the pre~ent time. EPA r~inains open to 

. .. . •' . . . (. .• ·1 : ·.· • -~ . . . ·: .. . 

. provi_~i~g T.ASG.setvicesJfJtn appr~ptic\te process can be established or potentially folded into 
the .public -pa.ttidpatioti' eff9rts of the State agency that has .lead responsibility for the cleanup, 
DTSC. . . 

. ( . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper. david@epa.gov. 

Since,r 

p~~ 
David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
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